
        
 
 

FUEL CELL TO PROVIDE CRITICAL BACK UP POWER TO  
FEDERAL CENTER OPERATIONS 

 
Denver, Colorado May 8, 2006 – The Governor’s Office of Energy Management and 
Conservation (OEMC) partnered with the General Services Administration’s (GSA) Public 
Buildings Service (PBS) to install a 5kW Plug Power fuel cell that directly runs on hydrogen at 
GSA’s Denver Federal Center. The fuel cell is being utilized as a back-up generator for the 
Federal Center’s telecommunications system. This fuel cell is the first of its kind being used in this 
region by GSA.  It is the largest fuel cell installed in Colorado in a government application. 
 
The fuel cell replaces an obsolete gasoline-powered generator that provided back-up power to 
GSA.  When researching the choices for the replacement, the GSA was interested in finding a 
system that used clean fuel, was non-polluting, quiet, and provided a reliable source of quality 
power. Additionally, it was important that the generator could be re-fueled while in operation, for 
instances of long-term usage. 
 
“The fuel cell is a perfect fit for this type of operation. It provides constant voltage and it is such a 
reliable power source, which is important for it to work cohesively with our equipment,” said 
Charlie Rienhardt, GSA Property Manager.  “Also, this was our first installation of a fuel cell, and I 
was surprised at how it easy it was.” 
 
Although this is the first utilization of a fuel cell in the GSA’s Rocky Mountain Region, the agency 
has had success utilizing other renewable energy technologies within their Federal Center 
campus. They have a fleet of 14 Neighborhood Electric Vehicles (NEVs) that replaced 11 
gasoline powered cars.   
 
“Fuel cells are ideal back-up power sources for critical and emergency services. We are happy to 
partner with GSA in this installation and hope that its success will be shared and replicated by 
others,” said Drew Bolin, director of OEMC.  
 
OEMC received funds from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) for the installation of the fuel 
cell and GSA purchased the fuel cell and hydrogen fuel.  For more information on this project 
contact GSA’s Charlie Rienhardt at (303) 236-8000 x 5325 or visit OEMC’s website at 
www.colorado.gov/oemc.  
 
About GSA:  
GSA is a centralized federal procurement, property management, and policy agency created by 
Congress to improve government efficiency and help federal agencies better serve the public. It 
acquires, on behalf of federal agencies, office space, equipment, telecommunications, information 
technology, supplies and services. It also plays a key role in developing and implementing 
government-wide policies. GSA, comprised of 13,000 associates, provides services and solutions 
for the office operations of over one million federal workers located in more than 8,000 
government-owned and leased buildings in 2,000 U.S. communities. 
 
About OEMC:    
The primary objective of Colorado’s lead state agency on energy efficiency and conservation 
issues is to serve the people of Colorado through demonstration and education of viable, real-
world solutions to the problem of reducing our reliance on foreign energy.  OEMC serves as a 
statewide advocate of energy efficiency through its programs and partnerships that benefit 
Colorado's economic and natural environment.  
 

- End - 

http://www.colorado.gov/oemc

